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PRACTICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 


kditorial Statement 

There is nothing final or official «bout the title, 
PhaCTICAL ANTHHOPOLULY, for this issue of a bulletin for 
Christian anthropologists is experimental end tentative. 
It might be said that the title reflects the desire some 
of us have thet there will someday be a journal for 
Christians who ere interested in «pplying anthropology. 
Right now it is hoped thet your interest and cooperation 
will justify continuing this peper. One additional ex- 
perimentel issue will be sent, and then we will ask you 
whether or not you would like to see it continued. ite 
believe that a small puper containing news items, a 
short article or two und miscellaneous informetion of 
interest to Cnristian students of unthropolozy would be 
of greet value for increusing the usefulness otf  cnthro- 
pology for Christian workers. ihis issue embodies the 
sort of thing we have in mind. Your reactions and sug- 
gestions will be eppreciated. 

We must depend on you to supply us with interesting 
material. Ifyou have informution you would like to see 
publisned in the next issue please send it to us right 
away. e hope to put out the second issue in November. 
fe believe it will not be difficuit to find material for 
articles. «A number of anthropologicelly trained Chris- 
tiens have done work which would be of interest and pro- 
fit for us to heuer cbout. Next month we hope to have a 
report from w missionery.as to how anthropological prin- 
ciples and techniyues can be used to help estubdlish a 
missionary on the ficld. 

This issue is being sent to those whose names end eud- 
dresses are reudily uvailable. Undoubtedly there ure 
others who would be interested. If you h.ve the names 
and eddresses of interested persons which we may not 
have, please send them, and we'll be glad to send a copy. 

sat 


ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE miniSi pn by Robert Zap 





To those who have studied anthropology its value for 
training foreign mission ries is fairly obvious, but to 
many there is no apparent connection bet:.cen enthropo- 
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logy and the Christicn ruinistry. It is suid that an- 
thropology is upplicuble in foreign missions becuuse the 
missionary is working unon, people of a different cul- 
ture. This, however, is ulso true of the minister, if 
he would only recognize it. Within our own culture are 
muny subcultures und, hence, many significunt cultural 
differences «ith which the minister should be cble to 
cope. 

Some yeurs «go u Dutch Reformed church wes begun in a 
community which wus predominuntly Bohemian in pb ockyroud. 
The first minister was Dutch und steeped in Dutch tridi- 
tion (culture). Since the Dutcn people huve very strong 
convicticns against working on Sunduy, the new pastor 
wus shocked to find that almost everybody iorked on their 
homes und in their purdens on sunday. He imnediautely 
begun to preach hotly against this practice, und the 
people were so offended by his tectics tht he soon gave 
up the field ws unworthy of the time and money being 
spent. Hud the pastor investigcuted und re:lized from the 
beginning tiut ne was ceuling with « different sudcul- 
ture he could have dealt with the custom of working on 
Sunduy ~s a part of the culturcl whole, i.e., the way of 
life pecuiicr to the people of that community. His mis- 
take was in trying to uproot immediately a trait which 
had been a functioning pert of the culture of these 
people for muny years. Today the effects of this situa- 
tion still are nindering the work of the Dutch Reformed 
minister. an enthropologicclly truined pustor educeted 
to be eware of culturel differences miyht nuve cvoided 
the development of u situution which continues to hinder 
the Lord's work. 

Toduy ministerial students receive seminury triuining 
which prepzres them theologicully for their work, but 
they ure provided with little to give them an udeyu.te 
understunding of the people in their congregetion end 
community. Souwe tools for ,uidiunce of the congregution 
are providea, but that understunding of human behuvior 
which will permit in objective perspective on the people 
of & community is often lacking. One profitable way to 
gain an understanding of the peculiar cultural behivior 
of the people of a comunity is for « new minister to 
begin end continue an ethnogriphic study of the communi- 
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ty, utilizing the established techniyues of the social 
sciences. ‘this procedure vould enable himto . ciscover 
the significunt cultur.l triuits und their roles in thet 
Community, the cwureness of which is so essential in un- 
derstunding & perticuleur group of people. WMetters such 
as the socicl putterns, economic und political orgenizu- 
tion, technology und education snould be included. In 
fuct, the whole runge of cultural forms should be probed 
to discover significant triits which my hive «a bearing 
on the minister's spiritual work in the church end cone 
munity. Such findings shoutd ulso be mde wvailuble to 
the minister's successor. 

anthropological training cin be very beneficial to a 
Minister in providing him t:ith certein desir.ble atti- 
tudes and perspectives «end dispelling certicin hermful 
attitudes. The routing of unWwerranted ethnocentrism in 
the mind of the minister is en example. The uverize 
person is very ethnocentric, und this includes Christiun 
workers. «a Sunday school te.cher who wes giving a ileune 
nel griph talk illustr.ting the work of u mission.ry in 
sirica repeztedly referred to the nctives us being "ig- 
norent". The inference is, of course, tixt, being ixno- 
rant they cre inferior. The attitude inspired by such a 
presentution is that one becomes 2 missionary, not su 
much becuuse one deeply loves the peonle us individuals 
Christ suffered and died for end us potenticl brotliers 
and sisters in Christ, but becuuse they ure poor igno- 
runt savages that one pities und feeis compelled to con- 
descend to ork amon, bec.use it is the noble thir, to 
do. ‘There is eviderice tixt such un «ttitude is more 
prevelent umong born again Christiuns than we cre wiil- 
ing to admit. Could etmoceitrism on the part of Churis- 
tien workers in the locul church be cne cuuse of this? 
Should not the pastor himself hive the right attitude 
and be prepured to cope with this ethnocentrism in his 
church? 

Christiuns «ere elso ethnocentric cbout the belicfs 
maintained by their church end denominition. Cnristiuns 
fail to unite cround the primry doctrines of the Chris- 
tiun faith pertly becuuse of overenph.sis upon lesser 
doctrines hele by groups too ethnocentric to see the 
insignificance of the differences und pl.ce them in 
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proper perspective in relation to the wicle of Christian 
doctrine. The result is tnt Christicns «are divided, 
and progress in gettin, cut the Good News is seriously 
returded. 

The tie between the locul church end forei;n missions 
is generclly recognized. a certain «mount of money is 
sent to the mission field, cua a few youny missionxries 
are recruited from the membership. It is too often true 
however, thut there is u luck of interest in missions on 
the part of tne pastor, as well as a lack of understund- 
ing of the nature end needs of the world's ummissionizca 
peoples. ‘The resuli is tht few youn, people will dedi- 
cate themscives to mission.ry work, und little money is 
given for the muinteinunce und expunsion of foreign mis- 
Sions. ‘inrouyh the study of anthropology the iiinister 
con ucyuire « knowledge of foreign peoples und their 
needs. Some ministers tour the mission fields to get in 
over ull view of the work, but this is nut usually pos- 

ible for tne pestor of the averzge church. A much more 
adequete method (und, incidentully, more cconomicel of 
the Lord's time end money) is for the minister to read 
ethnogruphices of different peoples una their cultures in 
order to giin cu better understcnding of them and pess it 
on to his people. He can also learn much by reading 
anthropologicii journals and corresponding with mission- 
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arics. A pzestor who uses these meuns of informing hin- 


Self will huve « fer more accurute and complete know- 
ledge of missionary needs and problems thin the individ- 
uul whose impressions ire those of the superficial 
globetrotter. 

The minister's «ttitude towurd race end ricial preju- 
dice is another mutter in which anthropology muy ussist. 
Physical anthropology teaches thet racicl differences 
are So minor us to be insignificunt, thus lendin,, scien- 
tific support to the teachings of tne minister who be- 
lieves God has not endowed one race cbove cnother. The 
pastor is often called upon to deal with problems of a 
riucicl nuture such as the problems of mixed murricges 
und seyregation in the community und church. It should 
be well worth the tine und effort for a minister to 
Study the findings of physical and culturcl anthropology 
on reciul .questions both to clear up his own thinking 
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and to lezd his conpregaticn in a proper considerution 
of the problem. From physicul anthropoloxy he will 
learn the recl nature of r..ce; from cultural anthro- 
pology he can guin « better understunding oi the socicl 
and culturel implic:tions of ruce and «pprehend more ef- 
fectively where, in what munner, and to wht depree he 
can meke itis contribution to the solution of riucisul 
problems. 

she minister's position concernin,, evolution is an- 
other arecx in whicn unthropologic.t training my help. 
If one were to ask the averuze minister whet he knows 
about evolution the answer would probubly be thet he 
doesn't know much, but he's against it. This is not so 
humerous és it may seem when one remembers thet the dis- 
turbed youn, Christians who come to their pestors for 
advice huve received the teachings of evolution fron 
instructors much better trained in the facts cond theo- 
ries of biological science than most ministers. the 
result is often — for the student who is a 
little weak in his Christiun faith. The Christian work- 
ers understanding of ‘tke problem of evolution is | en- 
erelly sericusly inadequite, and their counseling on the 
matter can be no better. The minister should study hu- 
man evolution and its implicetions and learn to think 
through the problems aij ne ig ke weeding the sound from 
the unsound so thet he my be prepered to sit dovn end 
define problems and answer questions intelligently. 
Only in this way cun he be u real help in this mutter. 
Still enother factor is the ininister's uttitude to- 
ward lunguage. Anthropolozical linguistics and the con- 
cepts it embodics can help the pestor with a very coimnon 
problem. In 4 certain economically "Lower midale cluss" 
community muny of the older members of the church hud 
no highschool training, end some never were griducted 
from clementziry school becuuse they had to eurn a Living 
ut en eurly age. the pastor, who took over immediutely 
after his suminury truining, wus trvined to think in 
theological terms, ond spoke with flewless xrummer. He 
corisistently spoke above the understendin, of the con- 
erepetion. He wus uwure of the problema but found cif- 
ficulty in mking the necessury udjustments beccuse of 
the fer of using "bad English" and the feeling thet it 
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is desirable to use un extensive vocabulary. The an- 
thropologicul concept of lingucge is to study it es it 
is used by the people end excluding ciny judgement of 
quality according to how well it mects the requirements 
of good grammer. Such a@ point of view would free the 
minister to utilize u more ccequ.te stundard for speech 
from the point of view of helping pecple, thet is, how 
well the languaze used conveys tre intended inearins to 
the person or persons being spokcn to. The minister 
owes it to himself cnd his congrezution to study the 
busic principles of linguistics in order thet he muy 
more effectively present his messege to the people. 

An importent function of the pastor is the setting 
of stundurds of Christian beh:.vior by word and example. 
His people look to him to set these standurds. There 
ure certain principles of behavior which wre cleurly set 
forth by God in the Bible; stindurds which cure absolute 
and therefore applicable in every society, no Letter 
whet its way of life. These ere whet may be called 
superculturel stindurds as opposed to munemede cultural 
Stundurds. The pustor should be uwere thet in Christian 
practice both culturul end superculturel stindurds cre 
maintained, .nd thet some culturiul stundurds which are 
actuully out of hermony with the supercultural as re- 
veeled in Scripture huve been confused with and set up 
as superculturaul principles of behuvicr cleurly commend- 
ed by wou. ‘this is u complex subject which we cennot do 
justice to here, but it seems importunt thut ministers 
and other Christicn thinkers develop this concept in a 
practicul way. 

One cultural (mun-mede) belief which hes been set 
up us &@ superculturel principle is the taboo on the dis- 
cussion of sex, which is looked upon as being completely 
evil. a ccureful exeminution of Scripture will show that 
it is not sex itself which is evil, but its abnorm.l cnd 
perverted use. The result of this culturil taboo is 
th.t Christizn parents und Christiun teachers are afraid 
to discuss the matter with young people in order that 
they may be guided tc healthy attitudes and avoid the 
evils which so frequently trap the mentally and spiritu- 
ally unprepured. Here a supercultural standard set uf 
vy God hes been perverted by man's cultural use of it. 
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Other stundurds on which the culture concept of en 
thropology and the concept of the superculturel muy help 
cre such mtters us drinking, smoking, gumbliny, uttend- 
ing movies, und the various forms of dencing. It should 
be reudily recognized tht there is no specific super- 
culturi.l commend wugiinst some of these things. Where 
then is the justification for Uenouncing these things in 
many of our churches? Most of us assume thet there is a 
superculturel principle which would apply to some of 
these things even though it is not « direct commund. The 
"stumblin;-block" principle my be un eximple. However, 
this problem should be more clearly thought out thon it 
has been so fir in vicw of the wiae disagreement wnong 
Christizns on some mtters such as smoking, squure 
dancing and mcvies. 

Furthermore, as the pastor acals with these problems 
in the community he shculd be cewere of the functions 
thut. these cultural triits have in the culture. He 
should be able to supply « definite reason, if there is 
one, why the function of « trcit is not superculturi.lly 
Velid rether thun coming up with « reeson thct cny 
thinking person could show invalid. There ere certcuin 
pructices not directly forbidden in Scripture, but which 
in cu perticul.r culture possess mesnings una functions 
out of harmony with supercultural principles. 

There are also supercuitural stzinduerds reve.led in 
Scripture which ure ,ener-elly ignored by the sume Chris- 
ticns who most vigorously condemn prcectices not direct- 
ly forbidden in Scripture. One cf these prictices, 
which is indulged in by pustors as well cs ley people, 
is thet of gossiping. This is very clezrly forbidden in 
the Bible and hus probebly Ainceread tie spre.d cf the 
gospel more than any of the "curdin.l vices." There cure 
other culturzl troits forbidden in Scripture but uccept- 
ed und prucvticed by Christicns. 

It muy be scid thet there is a lot in enthropology 
thet is of no practical use to the minister, und thet 
the fuct that there «are a few mtters in which unthro- 
pologiczl training may help does not justify « complete 
course of study. In any field, however, there are sviic 
things which do not seem to be of practicul vulue. But 
it should: be remembered thet « well rounded understcnd- 
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ing of a subject gives one «& grecler eppreciction of 
basic concepts which ixy be found to be of value in the 
future. It snould uiso be nected thet in this peper we 
have been able to indiccte only a few of the principles 
of unthropology which cre of value to the minister, end, 
perhaps, our treatment of thea hus been sce brief as to 
fail to convey an adewuate eppreciation of their velues. 
One of the most i. portunt features of cnthropology is 
the broud outlook on human behevier which provides it 
with nuch more to otier uw Winister then some nurroner 
fieids. Ministers cre trined in semin.ry to hindle 
God's Word, but uhey cre not udegutciy treuined to work 
With people. aA tmanister should be truined not only to 
solve certuin specific problems he mey sieet, but elso 
how to arrive ut a soiution dy druwing upon 4 store of 
penercl principles. A minister who has studied unthro- 
pology will come cwuy with «© velucole perspective on his 
work wich he would not be apt to acquire frou any cther 
source. ‘there ure few cbtributes thit « minister could 
Gesire cubove « thorough understinding of his pecple 
reguliuted by « God-given love for them. 


(The ubove «rticle is a summary cf the results of a 
seminar resecrch preject done by Mr. Zep while he wes a 
student at Woeston College.) 
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NOTES * NEWS * PRKOPLE # PROJECTS 


Greenmuns Return to Mission Ficld 

Bob and Lois Greenmun und their two boys heve becun 
their second term of work among the Indians of Northern 
Argentina. While Bob was doing deputation work Luis 
completed her work at Wheston College, where she re- 
ceived her A.B. in unthropology in Junuary. ine Green- 
means returned to tneir field in March of this yeur to 
continue their work under the Conservative Baptist For- 
eign Mission Socicty. 





Anthropology ct Shelton Colleve 

among the Christieun colle;es offering courses in an- 
thropology is Shelton Cvullege (formerly the Notional 
Bible Institute) locetcd ub Ringwood, Nev Jersey. James 
O. Buswell, III is assistunt Professcer of anthropolozy 
at Shelton. The offerings consist of six hours of Gen- 
eral Anthropology, four hours of linguistics, a seminar 
on culture contact, and e& seminar on africa. Aiso 
teught by Mr. Buswell are Non-Christi.un Religions and 
Cuits, «nd History of Missions. 

Mr. Bueweli received his M. a. from the University of 
Pennsylvania and is now doing yureducte work ut Columbia 
University. His master's thesis wes done in the field 
of cthnolinguistics. 





Stipe Begins Gruducte Study 

Mr. Cluude Stipe of Sen Dicezvo hes been uccepted by 
the griuduate department «at UCLa to work torerd « grad- 
uate degree in anthropology and is beginning his vork in 
September. Mr. Stipe is interested in the possibility 
of teuching anthropology. He reccived his b.chelor's 
deyree in anthropology from Whe ton Coile,e in 1952. 





Reyburns Working in Ecuador 

Mr. und Mrs. Willicm Reyburn care necring the end of 
their first yer of-missionary work in Lcucuor, where 
they werrived in October of ilsust yer. rs. Reyburn 
(formerly wurie Fetzer) w.s Instructor in Anthropology 
at Whecton Colleze from 1948-9 to 1950-1. Mr. Reyburn 
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holds & greduate degree in linguistics white Mrs. Rey- 
burn his on Mex. in entnropoiosy irom Columbi. Univer- 
sity. 


Winter Begins Graduate Work 

Mr. David Winter is enrolling for graducte work in 
anthropology ut UCLa. Mr. inter was graduated ii: an- 
thropology froin UCLA in June, 1953. He is interested in 
anthropological reseurch und teeching. 





Anthrorpolosy ut Wheaton Colleze 

A unique undertcking in Christin educution was ini- 
tiated et Wheaton in 1933 under the JLeiedership of Dr. 
Alexender Griz,oli:, now «ut kestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. anthropology wus olfered us « mejor ficid for 
the benerit of students prepiuring tor uenthropoloxical 
research enc for missioniry work, the ministry, or other 
fields of Christicn service. Since the initiztion of 
the mujor Whecton has graduated over 200 sturients in 
anthnropolozy, mony of which ure now serving on the mis- 
sion field. 

Over 38 hours of enthropology ure regulurly oifered, 
2& hours being required for a major. smong the courses 
in cuituri.l anthropology is applied anthropoloxy, a two 
10ur ccurse treiting of the problems of the missionury 
and how unthropology muy help to sclve them. Im ill the 
courses the practical relitionship between anthropology 
and Christian thought and pructice is emphusizcd. The 
Completion of the four semesters of linguistics wueli- 
fies one to besin the second year of vork et wyeliffe. 
A guice to the enthropology courses can be obtcined by 
writin, the departient of anthropology ut Whecton. 

Chairmen of the Depirtment of Anthropology and arch- 
neolozy et Wheaton is Dr. Joseph Free. Teccning cunthro- 
polozy ure Dr. Robert Stone, who hundles tne Lin,uistics 
courses, end Robert 8. Tuylor, who teuches the courses 
in culturiul end physicel anthropolgjy. 





Sugsestions for Independent Study 





4 worthvhile project for anyone wiio has studied an- 
thropology is independent reading und study in order 
thet his anthropology muy be of greater practical value 
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to him. Probably the two best general works are Man and 
His Works (1949) by Melville J. Herskovits and anthropo- 
logy (1948) by alfred L. Kroeber. Both books ure up to 
dute and well done. the writer considers the former to 
be somewhat superior. Man in the Primitive world by EL. 
Acemson Hoebecl is somewhet inferior to the other ino 
books in some ways out hus the advantages of being 
shorter und easier to reud. It contains much worthwhile 
muteri:.l. For the person who is u stranger to unthropo- 
logy and wishes to bresk hiwself in lightly, Outline of 
Anthropology by Melville Jacobs and Bernhird J. Stern 
may be of value. It is one of the Ccolleze Outline Ser- 
ies and nas the advuntage of being inexpensive. ‘ihe 
Vays of Men by John Gillin contuins excellent motericl 
on the neture of culture end covers otner ures cof an- 
thropology feuirly well. 

Every missionury should possess a copy of Notes send 
queries in anthropology (1951) compiled by the koyal 
Anthropologic.l Institute. It is a helpful guide to the 
fe.tures of culture which the prictical worker siuuld 
watch for and record in order to understend the people 
with whom he is working. It is designed specificully 
for use by missionaries, administrutors and other pruc- 
tic.ul workers. 

A book with tremendous implications of a practical 
nuture for Christicn work nas been published this year. 
It is Innovition, the Basis of Cultural Cnunge by H. G. 
Barnett. No sericus student of senthropology should fail 
to exumine this book. It is not « book to be recud but 
should be studied. It is worthwhile, however, becuse 
of the insight it provides into the nature of cuiture 
and culturai change. Numerous principles of erect sig- 
nificence for the missionury are to be found in its 
pezes, for tne missionery is aun agent of culturel Chunge 

No Christizen student should fail to read the chupter 
in Modern Science and Christi:.n Faith, "A Christin View 
of anthropology! by hilliaum Smalley and Marie Fetzer. 1t 
is the best treatment of enthropology from the Christian 
point of view thet is now cveilcble. 

The Missionury and anthropology by Gordon Hedaerly 
Smith deserves much wider use than it has achievea. some 
of the material is outdated, and the value of the book is 
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limited somewh.ut by tiic ivilure to trezt of some of the 
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most significunt antnropolozicul principles. It is of i 
value, however, cond it should be consulted by all inter- j 
ested in anthropology for missions. me 


Adventauzes of Membership in AAA 

Changes ure being made by tiie editors of the americen 
ant hropolozist. Formerly « quarterly publicetion, the 
mayazine will now be issued every two months, end « num 
ber of privileges not offered before are being extended 
to the members. Amon; the cheunges: more urticies for 
the pre-doctor.l student, «an exira book length memoir 
each ye.r, the right to purchase anthropoiogy books «t a 
discount, the publication of « news bulletin for all 
members of tiie association. 

AS & get uccusinted offer u half yeur membership is 
available for $4.25. For this umount one will receive: 
three .reguler issues of the americun Anthropolozist, at 
leust one book lenyth memoir, two bulletins, cund the 
privilege of buying books «at a discount. If anyone 
wishes to tuke advuntege of this offer send check or : 
money order to Frederick Johnson, Executive Secretury,- f 
Box 71, Andover, Mass. The special offer expires Octo- 
ber 15, 1953. a tuil yeer membership costs $8.50. 
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(Address correspondence to R. Tuytor, Dept. of anthropo- 
logy, “hecton College, tiheaton, I11.) ‘ 
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(Return address) 

~ . B. Taylor 
Dept.-of Anthrepclozy 
Wheator- College 
Wheaton, J11. 





